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Rationale:

Religious Education plays a vital role in the education of the whole child.  It helps children to think for themselves, to question and to evaluate.  It promotes children’s reflective skills and promotes respect, sensitivity and self-esteem – good preparation for adult life and a more tolerant society.   

Tolerance plays a vital part of peace in our world today.  By educating our children to accept and understand the diversity within the main religions of today; by allowing them to explore their own beliefs and experiences and allowing them to respond to questions and issues within, we can hopefully nurture a more positive attitude towards ‘different’ others    =  tolerance. 
Context:

St. Minver School serves a settled community in an almost totally and mostly nominal Christian area of the south west of England.  However, the pupils are not immune from developments in and influences from a wider world, through family and personal contacts, the media, and from their education.  It is a part of the aims of the school therefore, to offer a wide ranging education, not only to contribute to the development of the whole child, but also to prepare pupils for life not only in their own community but in a wider world and of course alongside their education, and importantly, to develop a tolerant attitude.

Legal Requirements:

· R.E. is part of the basic curriculum of the School and must be taught.

· Parents have the right to withdraw their children from R.E.
· At St. Minver School R.E. must be taught according to the Agreed 
Syllabus of the Cornwall Council.  This recommends 5% of curriculum           time is to be spent of R.E. in addition to the act of collective worship daily.
· Christianity will figure no less than 60% of the R.E. delivered in  any one year and any other religion taught no more than 40% in any one year.

· R.E. is non-denominational in county schools.

Aims for R.E.

The aim of Religious Education is to help pupils engage confidently, constructively and reflectively with beliefs, values and lifestyles in a religiously diverse world.
Religiously Educated children at St Minver School will have the opportunity to:
· acquire knowledge and understanding of religions in Cornwall in the present day. 
· acquire knowledge and understanding of how religious traditions have shaped the identity of Cornwall.
· acquire and develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and other principal religions represented in Great Britain (Judaism, Hinduism, Sikhism, Islam).
· give some experience of what it is to be a member of a faith community without indoctrination 
· develop an understanding of how their beliefs influence individuals, communities, societies and cultures.

· develop the ability to make reasoned and informed judgements about issues arising from the study of religions.
·  reflect on their own beliefs, values and experiences
· develop a positive attitude towards themselves and other people,  respecting the beliefs of others

· have created in them a sense of self, their own importance and value.

Skills, Attitudes, Knowledge and Understanding in R.E.

These are set out in the Agreed Syllabus.                                                  

Planning for R.E.

The Agreed Syllabus provides a Programme of Study that allows staff to develop and use their own style of delivery as appropriate for the teaching group.  Long and medium term planning, ensuring coverage of all Areas of Learning with Learning Indicators are offered to all staff.
Approaches to R.E.

(a) the normal integrated topic work of the school where ever it is possible to do so with integrity to the subject and topic

(b) discrete R.E. where this is felt to be a more effective method of teaching and learning and to ensure coverage of Agreed Syllabus

(c)  occasional connections with assemblies and collective worship 
Methods in R.E.

R.E. will use the full range of teaching and learning methods as appropriate for the age, development and abilities of the pupils, and for the purpose and content of the work, including:                                       

· the use of artefacts

· whole class teaching                                  

· individual research and resource-based learning

· visits to building and places outside the school

· visits from outside speakers

· the use of ICT, audio-visual resources such as radio, TV, CD, interactive whiteboard/internet
· differentiated work for pupils of different ability
 Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development of Pupils 

Through the aims and opportunities (above) RE contributes fully and positively to the spiritual, moral, cultural and social development of the pupils.  This is promoted throughout the school – its ethos, curriculum and its worship. Specifically, RE enables pupils to explore inspiration, aspiration and motivation through the study of religion, the awe and wonder that people experience at times in their lives and the attitudes and values that underpin moral decision making. 
RE also has a crucial role to play in pupils cultural development, especially though the Curriculum Kernewek requirement of the Agreed Syllabus. 
Withdrawal from RE 

Parents have a right to withdraw their child from. If a parent wishes to withdraw their child they must write in the first instance to the head teacher who will then invite them in to see if it will be possible to keep them in RE and, if failing that, how the withdrawal will be managed. The School Standards and Framework Act sets out the options for parents and the school currently acts on the advice of Cornwall SACRE in this regard.
Resources: 

There is a growing collection of multi-faith artefacts; photocopiable material; Bibles; reference books; classroom resource books; books also available in the library.

Resources are listed in the ‘RE source’ book.  
Assessment, recording and reporting:

The school will produce a written report to parents on pupils’ progress in R.E. annually.  


                         May your world be happy and joyful.

                        May you always be hopeful and kind.

                       May you be trustworthy and have friends.

                      May your heart be filled with love

                     May you look towards tomorrow with a smile.


Have a nice day!  
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