
Nursery Medium Term Planning               Autumn 1 – Our little corner of the world! 
 

 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 
Characteristics of 
Effective Learning 

Lenny Lion’s learning zoo 
Go for it Gorilla, Exploring Elephant, I know Rhino, Proud Peacock, Concentrating Crocodile, Persevering Parrot, Choosing 

Chimp, Creative Chameleon, Slinky Linky Snake 

Communication & 
Language 

1,2,3,4,5 once I caught a fish 
alive                     
                     
   

A sailor went to sea 
 
                  

Baa Baa black 
sheep 

Down at the station             

             
Dev Matters Enjoy singing, music and toys that make sounds. Enjoy songs and rhymes, tuning in and paying attention. Join in with songs and rhymes, copying 

sounds, rhythms, tunes and tempo. Say some of the words in songs and rhymes. Copy finger movements and other gestures. Join in with songs 
and rhymes, making some sounds. Enjoy and take part in action songs, such as ‘Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star’. (B-3) 
 
Sing a large repertoire of songs. Develop their phonological awareness, so that they can: - spot and suggest rhymes - count or clap syllables in a 
word - recognise words with the same initial sound, such as money and mother. Remember and sing entire songs. Sing the pitch of a tone sung 
by another person (‘pitch match’). Sing the melodic shape (moving melody, such as up and down, down and up) of familiar songs. Create their 
own songs or improvise a song around one they know. (3-4) 

WellComm Big Book 
 

Big Book 
 

Big Book 
 

Big Book 
 

Big Book 
 

Big Book 
 

Dev Matters Copy your gestures and words. Play with increasing confidence on their own and with other children, because they know their key person is 
nearby and available. Understand simple questions about ‘who’, ‘what’ and ‘where’ (but generally not ‘why’). (B-3) 
 
Understand position through words alone – for example, “The bag is under the table,” – with no pointing. Explore colour and colour-mixing. (3-4) 

Personal, Social and 
Emotional 
Development  

Jigsaw 
Who Me....? 

Jigsaw 
How am I 
feeling today? 

Jigsaw 
Being at 
Nursery 

Jigsaw 
Gentle Hands 
 

Jigsaw 
Our rights 

Jigsaw 
Our responsibilities  

2 Year Old focus 
activities 

The three little 
pigs story 

sack 

Mirror play Nursery 
rhyme basket  

Musical 
instruments 

Turn taking 
stacking blocks 

Emotion pictures 

Dev Matters Engage with others through gestures, gaze and talk. Be increasingly able to talk about and manage their emotions. Notice and ask questions 
about differences, such as skin colour, types of hair, gender, special needs and disabilities, and so on. Develop friendships with other children. 
Safely explore emotions beyond their normal range through play and stories. Are talking about their feelings in more elaborated ways: “I’m sad 



because...” or “I love it when ...”. Gaze at faces, copying facial expressions and movements like sticking out their tongue. Make eye contact for 
longer periods. Watch someone’s face as they talk. Start to say how they are feeling, using words as well as actions. (B-3) 
 
Talk about their feelings using words like ‘happy’, ‘sad’, ‘angry’ or ‘worried’. Begin to understand how others might be feeling. Become more 
outgoing with unfamiliar people, in the safe context of their setting. Can start a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue it for many 
turns.  (3-4) 

Physical Development Wiggle, weave 
and watch 
(HM) 

Dance 1 and 
drawing 1 
(SWW) 

Choo Choo 
(HM) 

Dance1A and 
drawing 1A 
(SWW) 

Hot Hot 
treasure (HM) 

Dance 1B and 
drawing 1B (SWW) 

Dev Matters Enjoy moving when outdoors and inside. Gradually gain control of their whole body through continual practice of large movements, such as 
waving, kicking, rolling, crawling and walking. Clap and stamp to music. Enjoy starting to kick, throw and catch balls. Walk, run, jump and climb 
– and start to use the stairs independently. (B-3) 
 
Skip, hop, stand on one leg and hold a pose for a game like musical statues. Use large-muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, paint 
and make marks. Continue to develop their movement, balancing, riding (scooters, trikes and bikes) and ball skills. (3-4) 

Literacy  Kindness makes us strong by 
Sophie Beer  
 

Lulu loves the 
Library By 
Anna Mcquinn       
 
 
                               

Find out about 
feelings by Pat-
a-cake       

                         

Lulu’s first day 
by Anna 
Mcquinn             

Hooray it’s our first 
day by Martha 
Mumford 

             
2 Year Old Texts Busy Nursery 

By Angie 
Rozelaar 

Find spot at 
nursery By Eric 
Hill 

I’m starting 
nursery By 
Marion Cockilo 

          

That’s not my 
hedgehog By 
Fiona Watt 

         

Little blue 
truck By Alice 
Schertle  

        

Autumn By Ailie 
Busby   

Dev Matters Enjoy sharing books with an adult. Pay attention and responds to the pictures or the words. Repeat words and phrases from familiar stories.  
Ask questions about the book. Makes comments and shares their own ideas. Develop play around favourite stories using props. Notice some 
print, such as the first letter of their name, a bus or door number, or a familiar logo. Listen to simple stories and understand what is happening, 
with the help of the pictures. (B-3) 
 
Understand the five key concepts about print: - print has meaning - the names of the different parts of a book - print can have different 
purposes - page sequencing - we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom. Engage in extended conversations about stories, 
learning new vocabulary. Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens. (3-4) 



Maths Comparison 1 
 

Shape, space and measure 1 Pattern 1 Counting 1 

2 year old focus 
activities 

Numeracy 
bears (sorting) 

Old Mcdonald 
song sack  

Small world train 
track 

Inset 
puzzles 
(shapes) 

Twinkle twinkle 
nursery rhyme 
and puppet 

Blocks and wooden 
people tuff tray 
(counting) 

Dev Matters Take part in finger rhymes with numbers. Compare amounts, saying ‘lots’, ‘more’ or ‘same’. Counting-like behaviour, such as making sounds, 
pointing or saying some numbers in sequence. Count in everyday contexts, sometimes skipping numbers - ‘1-2-3-5.’ Notice patterns and 
arrange things in patterns. (B-3) 
 
Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5. Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5. Experiment with their own symbols and marks as well as 
numerals. Extend and create ABAB patterns – stick, leaf, stick, leaf. Notice and correct an error in a repeating pattern. (3-4) 

Understanding the 
World 

Leaf 
Hedgehogs 
      

Leaf Crowns 
 

Autumn 
Potions 

Acorn painting 
/ Rolling 

Autumn 
treasure trail 

Family pictures 
using outdoor 
resources/exploring 
natural materials 

Dev Matters Explore materials with different properties. Explore natural materials, indoors and outside. Explore and respond to different natural phenomena 
in their setting and on trips. (B-3) 
 
Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials. Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different properties. Talk 
about what they see, using a wide vocabulary. Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living 
things. (3-4) 

Expressive arts and 
design 

First 
Handprints 
   

 
 

Pinecone 
Painting 

 
   
 
   
 
 

Hedgehog 
playdough 

     
 
 
      

Handprint 
Trees 

   

Autumn leaf 
printing 

    
 
 
 
       

Autumn tuff tray 
 

    
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=acorn%20rolling%20pre%20school&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.pinimg.com%2F736x%2F2a%2Fac%2F4b%2F2aac4be922a86d24d389ef3dda538b21.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcl.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F547609635960222986%2F&docid=rawoPJDK6Qz9VM&tbnid=PvymCjAKnHE1jM&vet=12ahUKEwjAlP-JmOKOAxUKWUEAHZl_KEAQM3oECBoQAA..i&w=736&h=736&hcb=2&itg=1&ved=2ahUKEwjAlP-JmOKOAxUKWUEAHZl_KEAQM3oECBoQAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=acorn%20rolling%20pre%20school&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.pinimg.com%2F736x%2F2a%2Fac%2F4b%2F2aac4be922a86d24d389ef3dda538b21.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcl.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F547609635960222986%2F&docid=rawoPJDK6Qz9VM&tbnid=PvymCjAKnHE1jM&vet=12ahUKEwjAlP-JmOKOAxUKWUEAHZl_KEAQM3oECBoQAA..i&w=736&h=736&hcb=2&itg=1&ved=2ahUKEwjAlP-JmOKOAxUKWUEAHZl_KEAQM3oECBoQAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=hedgehog%20playdough&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcraftykidsathome.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F10%2Fhedgehog-playdough-600.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcraftykidsathome.com%2Fplay-dough-hedgehog-activity%2F&docid=zs79i7Uj0C5XSM&tbnid=Sb2HDCKDfTeQBM&vet=12ahUKEwj9tP-4mOKOAxVyRkEAHV8qDLIQM3oECBkQAA..i&w=600&h=800&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwj9tP-4mOKOAxVyRkEAHV8qDLIQM3oECBkQAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=hedgehog%20playdough&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcraftykidsathome.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F10%2Fhedgehog-playdough-600.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcraftykidsathome.com%2Fplay-dough-hedgehog-activity%2F&docid=zs79i7Uj0C5XSM&tbnid=Sb2HDCKDfTeQBM&vet=12ahUKEwj9tP-4mOKOAxVyRkEAHV8qDLIQM3oECBkQAA..i&w=600&h=800&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwj9tP-4mOKOAxVyRkEAHV8qDLIQM3oECBkQAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=autumn%20leaf%20printing&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcdn.shopify.com%2Fs%2Ffiles%2F1%2F0401%2F4024%2F3101%2Ffiles%2FDSC_0593-3-1440x1440.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Finspiremyplay.com%2Fblogs%2Fblog%2Fautumn-leaf-printing-windows%3Fsrsltid%3DAfmBOopG1wFrg8fabbTQyqSq0L2mdi_LonfD2hN4cQAXRQgZzjRpLbIU&docid=s83X2ADPxzyi5M&tbnid=3NHS_23fNHVWhM&vet=12ahUKEwjw-t_5mOKOAxVDZ0EAHaYcFrgQM3oECCEQAA..i&w=1440&h=1440&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjw-t_5mOKOAxVDZ0EAHaYcFrgQM3oECCEQAA
https://www.google.com/imgres?q=autumn%20leaf%20printing&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcdn.shopify.com%2Fs%2Ffiles%2F1%2F0401%2F4024%2F3101%2Ffiles%2FDSC_0593-3-1440x1440.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Finspiremyplay.com%2Fblogs%2Fblog%2Fautumn-leaf-printing-windows%3Fsrsltid%3DAfmBOopG1wFrg8fabbTQyqSq0L2mdi_LonfD2hN4cQAXRQgZzjRpLbIU&docid=s83X2ADPxzyi5M&tbnid=3NHS_23fNHVWhM&vet=12ahUKEwjw-t_5mOKOAxVDZ0EAHaYcFrgQM3oECCEQAA..i&w=1440&h=1440&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjw-t_5mOKOAxVDZ0EAHaYcFrgQM3oECCEQAA


        
Dev Matters Notice patterns with strong contrasts and be attracted by patterns resembling the human face. Start to make marks intentionally. Explore paint, 

using fingers and other parts of their bodies as well as brushes and other tools. Express ideas and feelings through making marks, and 
sometimes give a meaning to the marks they make. Explore different materials, using all their senses to investigate them. Manipulate and play 
with different materials. Use their imagination as they consider what they can do with different materials. (B-3) 
 
Explore different materials freely, in order to develop their ideas about how to use them and what to make. Develop their own ideas and then 
decide which materials to use to express them. Join different materials and explore different textures. Create closed shapes with continuous 
lines and begin to use these shapes to represent objects. Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as representing a face with a circle 
and including details. Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings, like happiness, sadness, fear etc. Explore colour and colour-
mixing. (3-4)( 

Music Happy-bring the noise  
Learning Focus: Pulse, Pitch, Tempo, Dynamics             

Themes: PSHE, Emotions, self-belief                                                                   

Dev Matters Show attention to sounds and music. Respond emotionally and physically to music when it changes. Move and dance to music. Explore their 
voices and enjoy making sounds. Make rhythmical and repetitive sounds. Explore a range of sound-makers and instruments and play them in 
different ways. (B-3) 
 
Listen with increased attention to sounds. Remember and sing entire songs. Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person (‘pitch match’).  
Sing the melodic shape (moving melody, such as up and down, down and up) of familiar songs. Create their own songs or improvise a song 
around one they know. (3-4) 

 


